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The Regional Symposium on Sustainable Food Systems and Nutrition Governance 
for Healthy Diets in Central Asia and Caucasus 
through the Eyes of Children and Adolescents, 
and the 2nd Meeting of the Regional Nutrition Capacity Development 
and Partnership Platform Central Asia and Caucasus

24-26 April 2019
Astana, Kazakhstan
21 February 2019

Excellency, 

The Regional Offices of the United Nations Children’s Fund, the World Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and the United Nations World Food Programme, and the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Kazakhstan have the honour to invite your country’s participation at The Regional Symposium on sustainable food systems and nutrition governance for healthy diets in Central Asia and Caucasus- through the eyes of children and adolescents in Astana, Kazakhstan, 24-26 April 2019.

During 20-21 July 2018, with the presence of multi-sectoral delegations from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and relevant academicians and development partners (UNICEF, WHO, FAO and WFP), the regional consensus was achieved, and the Regional Nutrition Capacity Development and Partnership Platform and its secretariat was launched.  Upon express of interest, the National Public Health Centre of Republic of Kazakhstan has agreed to chair the regional rotational secretariat for the period of two years. 

This platform is a systematic, cross-border partnership-oriented mechanism to develop the capacity of eight countries in Central Asia and Caucasus to tackle the double burden of malnutrition. 
The main aims of the platform are the following:

1.	Building the leadership and governance capacity of main players in nutrition and food systems 
2.	Strengthening the regional policy advocacy capacity for improved investment on nutrition 
3.	Re-defining and positioning upgraded nutrition services in PHC system to respond to the double burden of malnutrition including the defining the minimum needed workforce 
4.	Enhance the capacity of the nutrition workforce with the right set of knowledge, skills and competency sets through short, mid and long-term strategies
5.	Reinforce the multidisciplinary and system strengthening approaches; utilizing health, food, education, social protection, and legislative and community systems to achieve better results in nutrition 
6.	Collaborate region-wide to generate applied evidence and evidence-informed policy making and programming at scale
7.	Share lessons learned and replicable good practices

To promote the better understanding of food system and nutrition governance in Central Asia and Caucasus countries, and to advocate for higher investment on nutrition and food systems in the region, the Regional Nutrition Capacity Development and Partnership Platform (Central Asia and Caucasus) 



with the support of UNICEF, WHO, FAO and WFP regional offices, will organize a 3-day symposium on sustainable food systems for children’s healthy diets, in Astana, Kazakhstan, 24-26 April 2019.

The meeting will be composed of the following:
•	A high-level advocacy session on importance of financing and investment on child nutrition for the Ministries of Finance and Parliamentarians from 8 countries 
•	Specialized session on sustainable food systems and nutrition governance for healthy diets in Central Asia and Caucasus through the eyes of children and adolescents 
•	The periodic coordination meeting of the partnership platform to review the plan of action, define priorities for 2019, and to review the progress 

Invited countries may nominate a delegation of up to five professionals that could include: 
A high-level manager from the Ministries of Finance, a parliamentarian active in the front of nutrition or public health, the national manager responsible for nutrition programmes from Ministries of Health, a national food security manager or expert from Ministry of Agriculture, and relevant academicians/representatives of development partners. 

Nominees will be provided with an official invitation letter to facilitate visa processing. Travel and accommodation for a maximum of five delegates will be arranged and covered by the organizers. The event will be conducted in English and Russian. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided. 

Each delegation is responsible to complete a questionnaire to profile the food system and nutrition governance in the countries. Upon having the contacts of the delegation, the questionnaire will be shared.

The details of the nominated participants (including the names, email addresses, functional titles and contact details of nominees) must be submitted to Mrs. Zarema Khassenova zkhassenova@unicef.org,  Dr. Natalya Yushitsina fllorra2010@gmail.com, Dr. Mirjana Gurinovic mirjana.gurinovic@gmail.com and Mr. Amirhossein Yarparvar ayarparvar@unicef.org, no later than Friday, 15 March 2019. The administrative details will be communicated to the nominees directly.

We are very grateful for your continued commitment to address malnutrition in all its form and look forward to your country’s participation.

Yours sincerely,


Raimund Jehle
Regional Program Leader
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia



Philippe Cori
Deputy Regional Director
United Nations Children Fund
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia





[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Lyazat Aktayeva
Vice Minister of Health
Republic of Kazakhstan 

Dr. Bente Mikkelsen
Director
Division of Non-Communicable Diseases 
and Life Course
World Health Organization 
Regional Office for Europe
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